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General Medical Council 


Opening of Summer Session 


The summer session of the General Council of Medical 
Education and Registration was opened on Tuesday, May 27, 
under the presidency of Mr. H. L. Eason, C.B., C.M.G., who 
gave an address. Owing to damage by enemy action to the 
Council’s premises, the session was held in the building of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects in Portland Place. 

Dr. D. F. Cappell, representative of the University of St. 
Andrews, and Dr. W. J. Wilson, representative of Queen's 
University of Belfast, being new members, were introduced by 
Dr. Campbell and Mr. Lowry respectively and took their seats. 


Correspondence 


State Medical Service 

Sik,—The omniscience of the modern schoolboy is proverbial, 
as Dr. Hugh Paul points out in his trenchant and witty letter 
(Supplement, May 17, p. 68), and I would add that he is also 
well versed in the science of lexicology. He would most 
certainly not mistake a generalization for a declaration or an 
edict, though he might be tempted te confuse it with a dogma, 
but this would be excusable on the grounds of youth and 
inexperience. My comment was not aimed at any of the 
antlered stags mentioned by Dr. Paul, nor even at the M.Q.H. 
for Smethwick. cr any other town or borough; it concerned 
the rank and file of the medical profession only. 

By flinging the facile taunt of commercialism, Dr. Pybus 
(Supplement, May 10, p. 58) makes good use of that valuable 
legal aphorism, ‘‘ When you have a bad case to defend abuse 
the plaintiff's attorney.’’ But I do not accept his soft 
impeachment. It is, in my opinion and that of many of your 
correspondents, high time to review the whole question of 
medical finance in an atmosphere cleared of suspicion and 
false shame. Medicine does not benefit by being harnessed to 
commerce, I agree, but it suffers by being shrouded in a cloak 
of genteel poverty. In any scheme for the future of medicine 
the financial aspect is the least important, but that does not 
mean it is to be denied very careful consideration. My alter- 
native scheme did not pretend to be an accomplished fact; it 
was intended to show that the profession must, and could be, 
Jaber et magister suae fortunae.—I am, etc., 

Beckenham, May 21. ALAN MarsH. 

Sir,—I have read all the letters and articles about this 
most interesting subject in your columns, but what strikes 
me is that so far no one has ventured to state definitely how 
the introduction of such a service will affect his daily life, 
apart from being relieved of bad debts and having a fixed 
income taxed at the source. Surely it is obvious that if 
introduced a State Medical Service will entangle our lives to a 
greater extent than mere financial matters. For instance, 
there will be the question of the distribution of medical 
personnel throughout the country. Now, can any of the 
advocates of the service assure me that I can settle down in 
any part of this island I care to choose to practise my pro- 
fession, or will it be my lot to be sent to whatever part the 
dictates of distribution compel someone in Whitehall to put 
me? If I am established in practice in Oxford, can I be 
assured that I can remain there and be free from the possibility 
of my being sent to, say, Wigan against my will? To me 
that is the essential meaning of ‘‘ service ’’ in this sense. 
We shall individually be like the employees .of the G.P.O., 
in so far as we shall be liable to be uprooted from places 
where we have made our lives and be transferred elsewhere in 


the customary frigid manner which the State uses towards 
anyone it happens to employ. 

Will the country be cut up into regions based on teaching 
hospitals or medical schools, and will such regions be 
exclusively served by medical men educated in the parent 
teaching hospitals? Is the service to be governed by. the 
profession with the addition of a few lay members, or are our 
lives to be laid at the mercy and whims of local or national 
politicians? It cannot be refuted that a doctor should be in 
a position to act fearlessly according to his conscience like a 
High Court judge, instead of having to risk his post in the 
process. Can a State Medical Service be run on lines which 
can assure us enough independence to give our opinions 
without fear or favour?—I am, etc., 


Bristol, May 17. OLIVER SLOAN. 


Increase in Private Fees 


Sir,—In the report of the proceedings of Council of the 
British Medical Association at a meeting on April 23 
(Supplement, May 3, p. 54), a recommendation by Dr. Bone 
was agreed to, ‘‘ that an increase of fees has been rendered 
inevitable by rising costs, and that practitioners in general 
practice be recommended to increase their private fees, 
including contract fees, by not less than 20%,.’’ This has 
since been duly advertised in the lay press. At the present 
time the majority of patients in general practice are suffering 
loss and hardship. In a great many cases it is essential to 
reduce fees and not to raise them. Every effort is being made 
by the Government to control rising prices to prevent 
inflation. This advice by the Council of the Association is, 
in my opinion, both unpatriotic and unwise, and I note it was 
made on the recommendations of a few Divisions. I cannot 
believe that it represents the opinion of the bulk of the 
medical profession.—I am, etc., 

Bournemouth, May 20. E. D. Grancer, M.D. 


Capitation Fee 


Sir,—.A meeting of the Bristol Panel and Local Medical 
Committee was held on May 6 at which the capitation fee was 
discussed. It was noted that the profession was informed in 
the Supplement of December 21, 1940 (p. 57) that ‘‘ an appli- 
cation is being made to the Ministry of Health for a wartime 
increase in the annual capitation fee for the treatment of 
insured persons.” It was further noted that in the Supplement 
of April 26, 1941—eighteen weeks later—the Insurance Acts 
Committee stated that the Ministry had refused the appli- 
cation, and that “ the general feeling of the Committee . . 
was that the claim on the ground of increased cost of living 
should not at the moment be pursued,” but it “ resolved to 
proceed with the claim on the ground of increased practice 
expenses.” 

The Bristol Panel and Local Medical Committee feels that 
the refusal of the Ministry to accept the application is a 
serious blow to panel practitioners. It views with grave con- 
cern the fact that the Insurance Acts Committee is so out 
of touch with, or lacking in sympathy for, the wishes of the 
panel practitioner that it has decided not to puzsue the claim 
on the ground of increased cost of living at once. It views 
with even graver concern the fact that the Insurance Acts 
Committee, after stating that it ‘‘ had withheld the application 
until the circumstances placed beyond doubt the justification 
of such a course,’’ had’ not the courage of its convictions to 
carry the application to a logical conclusion. 

The committee is of opinion that the reasons for the claim 
are so obvious that it need not stress them, but it would 
point out that the war has brought for panel practitioners 
much extra gratuitous work, such as the treatment of insured 
persons wounded in air raids and the signing of innumerable 
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forms dealing with such things as gas masks, milk, and Service 
allowances. The committee believes that the present high 
morale and determination of the civil population depend, 
especially in badly raided areas, very largely on the doctors 
who come in intimate contact with the people. This causes 
great strain on their own resolution and cheerfulness, and the 
strain should not be increased by an anxiety over financial 
matters and by a knowledge of Jack of consideration for their 
justifiable clans. Noting that the Insurance Acts Committee 
would put forward the application “ if comparable sections of 
the community received an increase of remuneration,” the 
committee regrets the absence of any information that the 
Insurance Acts Committee is taking the obvious course of 
approaching the recognized organizations of comparable 
sections of the community to present a united front and avoid 


one section being played off against another so that all fall 


separately in the best Continental and Balkan manner. 
Finding incidentally that, following representations by the 
British Medical Association, the Minister of Health has 
approved the payment of cost-of-living bonus to certain 
medical officers employed by local authorities (Supplement, 
January 11, 1941, p. 6) the committee points out that either 
these officers are of an inferior status or that a comparable 
section of the community is already receiving an increase of 
remuneration, and the claim should therefore be put forward 
by the Insurance Acts Committee. - 

With these considerations in view the Bristol] Panel and 
Local Medical Committee unanimously resolved : 

1. That the Insurance Acts Committee should be asked to 
call an immediate meeting of the, Conference of Panel and 
Local Medical Committees, to decide the future action of the 
Insurance Acts Committee in the matter of the claim for an 
increased capitation fee. 

2. That if a meeting of this conference in wartime is 
impossible, the members of the Insurance Acts Committee 
should ascertain the views of Panel and Local Medical Com- 
mittees by personal contact and thereafter act on these views. 

3. That these observations and resolutions be sent to the 
Insurance Acts Committee, all Panel and Local Medical Com- 
mittees, and to the British Medical Journal for publication to 
inform panel practitioners in general.—We are, etc., 


R. Burces, Chairman. 
J. A. BirreELt, Secretary. 


May 14. Bristo] Panel and Local Medical Committee. 


Medical Services of H.M. Forces 
Appointments 


ROYAL NAVY 
RoyaLt NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE 
Probationary Temporary Surgeon Lieuts. M. R. W. Wynn-Williams, W. 8. 
Larcombe, W. Weir, S. A. Bather, D. A. Tolhurst, R. E. Rainey, and 
W. A. Cavanagh to be Temporary Surgeon Lieutenants. 


ARMY 
Colonel W. L. E. Fretz, late R.A.M.C., having attained the age for 
retirement. has retired on retired pay. 
Lieut.-Colonel (temporary Colonel) J. G. Gill, D.S.0O., O.B.E., M.C., from 
R.A.M.C., to- be Colonel. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS © 
Major (temporary Lieut.-Colonel) E. S. Cuthbert to be Lieutenant-Colonel, 


REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 
RoyaL ARMY MEDICAL CoRPS 


The surname of Lieut.Colonel I, R. Hudleston, DS.O., is as now described, 
and not as notified in the London Gazette dated April 15. 

Captain C. W. Sparks, M.C., and Captain (temporary Major) L. J. Sheil, 
M.C., to be Brevet Majors under the provisions of Article 168, Royal 
Warrant for Pay and Promotion, 1940. 

War Substantive Captain C. W. Simpson, M.C., has ceased to belong to 
the Reserve of Officers on account of ill-health. (Substituted for the notifi- 
cation in the London Gazette of April 15.) 


TERRITORIAL ARMY 
RoyaLt ArMy MEDICAL Corps 

Lient.-Colonel G. W. R. Bishop, T.D., from Somerset Light Infantry, to be 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Majors E. White and L. G. Llewellyn, from R.A.M-C., Temporary Com- 
missions, to be Majors. 

Major A. R. Muir, having attained the age limit, has relinquished his 
commission, and retains hie rank. 

War Substantive Captain D. J. A. Alban-Jones has taken rank and pre- 
eedence in his rps and in Army as ‘ii* his appointment as War 
Substantive Captain bore date July 135, 1940. ‘ 

Supernumerary for Service with Queen's University, Belfast, Contingent, 
Senior Division, Training Corps (Medical Unit).—J. R. Wheeler and W. A. 
Brown, late Surgeon Sub-Lieutenant, R.N.V.R., to be Lieutenanis. 


LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 
RoyAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 


D. McAlpine to be Lieutenant, and has been promoted to the rank of 
acting Colonel. 


F. M. Stewart to be Lieutenant, without pay and allqwances, and has been 
granted the unpaid acting rank of Major. 

Captain R. F. Clark The Army Dental Corps, to be Captain. 

Captain B. Hoffenberg has relinquished his commission. 

War Substantive Captains J. P. Watson and N. H. M. R. Monro have 

fhe notification regardin jeut. L. L. Ratazzi in a Supplement 
London Gazette dated 6 is cancelled. 

Lieut. B. P. O'Hara has resigned his commission. 
—o J. E. B. Morton has relinquished his commission on account of 

-health. 

To be Lieutenants: G. Haggar, G. N. Braham, O.B.E., S. G. Alavoine 
J. D. Ball, F. L. Bland, H. J. S : 
K. Lumsden, If I. Maister, C. E. S. Myers, M. P. O'Driscoll, T. A. Shannon, 


Oliver, P. R. Saville, C. M. Seaward, P. Tettmar, J. B. Tolmie, W. N, 
Vellacott, R. W. Black, R. Good, D. Purdie, D. Valerio, A. S. Baker, 
W. Fraser, R. A. Furniss, N. E. Maby, H. A. Taylor, R. H. Cuthbert. 

Supernumerary for Service with Aberdeen University Ccntingent, Senior 
Divisicn, Training Corps (Medical Unit).—J. F. Philip to be Lieutenant. 

Supernumerary for Service with Edinburgh University Contingent, Senior 
Division, Training Corps (Medical Unit).—D. C. B. Bramwell and A. de Mello 
to be Lieutenants, the latter without Army pay and allowances. 

To be Medical Officers with the relative rank of Lieutenant: Kathieen H. 
McKenna, Kathleen M. Matthews, Jean S. Riach, Dora J. B.. Falconer. 


THE ArMy DENTAL Corps 
W. Rotheram to be Lieutenant. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE 
RoyaL AIR FoRCE VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


Flight Lieut. D. McGregor has resigned his commission. 

To be Flight Lieutenants for the duration of hostilities: J. B. Mutch, 
B. C. Nicholson, P. J. Nyhan and H. G. Roberts. 

Flying Officers W. A. Bridzgwood, B. Burns, K. R. Hudson, J. 8. A. 
Linton, E. R_ Brown, R. S Castle, G. T. B. Mackinnell Childs, A. J. B. 
Phillips, G. Pollock, P. Wilson, F. R. Buckler, J. W. Garraway, 
A. P. Gorrie, A. I. MecKendrick, E. E. Phillipp, J. F. J. Hickey, 
E. W. Melvin. W. B. James. D. D. Morrell, L. M. Rouillard, G. C. W. 


Miss Annie D. M. Adams has been promoted to the relative rank of Flight 
Lieutenant. 

To be Flying Officers for the duration of hostilities: H. S. Boyce, A. R. 
Bradley, G. H. Campiel!, K. Harrison, H. Jefferson, E. O’C. Parsons, 
A. Ponder, E. S. Reed, J. Simnson P. N. Stanbury, P. Steen, B. A. D. 
Stocker, P. V. Suckling, G. W. E. Walker, G. B. Will, P. B. Willan, J. J. 
Williams, H. Carr, F. J. S. Chapman, P. H. Davies, E. H. Gordon, E. L. Graff, 
D. S. Grant, R. G. P. Heard, T. Hepburn, E. I, Holloway, E. K. Jones, 
D. R. Levinson, J W. G. McDougall, D. A. Osborne. J. M. Russell, W. 
Sinclair, H. J. M. Stratton, R. D. Tonkin, M. W. L. White. 

The notification concerning P. E. Percival in the London Gazette dated 
April 11, 1941, shoula read Perceval. 


: Postgraduate News 


The Fellowship of Medicine announces the followinz courses for Final 
F.R.C.S. candidates: (1) Clinical demonstrations 2 p.m., Wednesdays, July 2 
to 23; (2) Revision course, daily, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., July 7 to August 1; 
(3) Practical operative surgery course, Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m., July 7 to August 1; (4) Urology course, Thursdays, 
2.50 p.m., August 7 to 28. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


BRITISH PosTGRADUATE MEDICAL ScHoorn, Ducane Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Medical Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Obstetrical and 
Gynaecological Clinics and Operations. Daily, 1.50 p.m., Post-mortem 
demonstrations. Tues., 11 a.m., Paediatric Clinic, Dr. Light wood. 
Wed., 11.50 a.m., Clinico-pathological Conference {Medical). Thurs., 
2 p.m., Dermatological Clinic, Dr. R. T. Brain; 2 p.m., Radiological Demon- 
stration, Dr. Duncan White.  Fri., 12.15 p.m., Clinico-pathological Con- 
ference (Surgical); 2 p.m., Clinico-pathological Conference (Gynaecological); 
3 p.m., Sterility Clinic, Mr. V. B. Green-Armytage. 

FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
1, Wimpole Street, W. Brompton Hospital. S.W.—Mon. and Thurs., 5 p.m., 
M.R.C.P. Course in Chest Diseases. West End Hospital for Nervous 
Diseases.—Tues, and Fri., 5.50 p.m., M.R.C.P. Course _ in Neurology. 
Royal Chest Hospital, City Road, E.C.—Wed., 3.50 p.m., M.R.C.P. Course in 
Heart Disew es 

EDINBURGH POSTGRADUATE LFcTuRES.—At Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, 
Thurs., 4.50 p.m. Lieut.-Colonel W. F. Harvey, Simplification of Blood 
Examination. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Brocuemicat Socrety.—At National Institute for Medical Research, Hamp- 
stead, N.W., Sat., 2.50 p.m. Communications. 

DAVYHULME HospiITaAL MEDICAL Society.—Thurs., 3 p.m., Major 
Cc. E. Sykes, R.A.M.C.: Recent Advances in Anaesthetics. Medical men 
and women in any of the Services, including civilian, will be welcomed. 


VACANCIES 


EXAMINING Factory SURGEONS.—The following vacant appointments are 
announced: Ludgershall (Wiltshire); Royston (Hertfordshire). Applications 
to the Chief Inspector of Factories, Home Office, Queen Anne’s Chambers, 
28, Broadway, S.W.1, by June 10, 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this head is 10s. 6d. This amount should b: 
forwarded with the notice, authenticated with the name and address of the sender, and should 
reach the Advertisement Manager not later than the first post Tuesday morning to ensure 
insertion in the current issue. 


McGinn.—On May 17, 1941, at Much Birch, Hereford, to Ella (née 
Herdman), wife of Dr. Maurice B. McGinn, a son. 
DEATH 


AcHESON.—On May 13, 1941, at Torquay, Johnstoa Hamilton Acheson, 
Fleet Surgeon, Royal Navy (retired). 


| R. D. Borthwick, T. B. D'Cosia, C. E. Friskney, I. Gilbert, L. S. Glass, 
; K, K. Keamaris, G. R. Millar, R. Mitchell, J. W. Taylor, R. M. Wink, 
; W. G. L. Flather, F. G. Hunter, R. 8. Illingworth, A. Ross, G. D. Malcom, 
> J. MacKenzie, A. C. Frice, T. E. Marshall, C. W. R. Price, J. J. L. Ablett, 
E. A. Clegg, Cerfield, Durham, M. latner, J. Markowitz L. 
— 
| 
- ames, E. B. D. Bangay, W. Anderson, J. Graham, R. Cuddeford, G. Oppen- 
; heimer, H. C. Thomas, M. S. C. Stephens, L. B. Furber, A. H. Jack, 
C. Joseph. C. B. I. Willey. D. S. Young. P. M. Davies, A. R. Farmer, D. R. 
: : | Gray, L. M. Magurk, J. F. Houlihan, L. W. Aldridge, G. P. Barclay, and 
— J. Watson have been promoted to the war substantive rank of Flight 
Lieutenant. 
q 
| 
| 


